Biographies of speakers and panellists for MDG Conference
Speakers
Professor Terry McKinley is the Director of the Centre for Development Policy and Research at the School of Oriental and African Studies. He was formerly the Director of the International Poverty Centre in Brasilia, a joint project of the Brazilian Government and UNDP, and a global UNDP Advisor on Economic Policies and Poverty Reduction. His interests include economic growth, human development, employment, inequality and poverty. His wide-ranging expertise draws on experiences of many transition and developing economies, including China, South Africa, Indonesia, Uzbekistan and Yemen. 
Professor Andrew Dorward is the Economic Programme Director at the Centre for Development, Environment and Policy at the School of Oriental and African Studies. He has had a varied career in development, research and training in a range of countries, primarily in Africa. He has long-term interests in issues affecting the livelihoods of poor rural people, in particular problems associated with risk, market access, institutions, and the interactions of agricultural and other activities in rural economies. 
Colin Poulton is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Development, Environment and Policy at the School of Oriental and African Studies and specialises in rural development and poverty reduction in sub-Saharan Africa. He has a particular interest in the application of new institutional economics to questions of market coordination, development of rural financial markets, the organisation and performance of cotton systems, and technology adoption.
Professor Angela Little is the chair of the Education and International Development Department at the Institute of Education. Her current research interests include the analysis of progress towards Education for All in developing countries, the impact of economic liberalisation policies on qualifications and education and learning and teaching in multi-grade settings. She leads the IOE’s programme within the Consortium for Research on Educational Access, Transitions and Equity (CREATE) in Bangladesh, Ghana, India and South Africa. 

Professor Elaine Unterhalter works at the Department of Educational Foundations and Policy Studies at the Institute of Education. She is the Director of an ESRC-funded project called Gender, Education and Global Poverty Reduction and she co-ordinates a team working with ActionAid to support research on girls' education in Tanzania and Nigeria. Her interests include HIV and education, education and the capability approach, and her expertise includes countries in Asia and Africa, from Bangladesh to South Africa.

Professor Charlotte Watts is the Director of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine’s Gender Violence and Health Centre – a multi-disciplinary group that conducts action-oriented research on the extent, causes and consequences of different forms of violence against women, and effective strategies for change. She has been conducting international research on HIV and on violence against women for fifteen years, and she has just completed three years as Head of the School’s Health Policy Unit. 

Professor Kim Mulholland is a paediatrician working at the Infectious Diseases Epidemiology Unit at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. From 1989 to 1995 he worked with the Medical Research Council unit in The Gambia, where he established a programme of research focused on clinical pneumonia and prevention of pneumonia by vaccination. He also worked for five years at the World Health Organisation and his interests are child survival, childhood pneumonia and the use of new vaccines in developing countries. 
Professor Oona Campbell is a reproductive epidemiologist and leads the Maternal Health Programme at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Her expertise includes measurement of maternal morbidity and mortality, perinatal mortality and evaluation of different modes of delivering maternal health and family planning services. Her current research includes examining Vitamin A intake to reduce maternal mortality in Ghana. She is a member of Towards 4 and 5, a DFID-funded research programme focusing on MDGs 4 and 5. 
Professor John Porter trained in paediatrics and public health medicine in London and at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in the United States. He is affiliated to both the Clinical Research Unit, and the Health Policy Unit at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and he teaches courses on infectious disease control, ethics and policy. He is currently the director of the TARGETS research consortium, one of the DFID-funded research programmes on communicable diseases.
Professor Tony Allan from the School of Oriental and African Studies and King’s College London won the prestigious Stockholm Water Prize this year for his ground-breaking invention of the concept of “virtual water”.  He introduced the idea in 1993 by showing how water is embedded in the production and trade of food and consumer products.

He has advised governments, the World Bank and the European Union about water management and is widely seen as one of the most influential thinkers in the global water sector.
Panellists
Professor Geeta Kingdon is the chair of Education Economics and International Development at the Institute of Education. She is leading the Teacher Effectiveness and Learning Level of Students (TELLS) project in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh in India, and is IoE’s Principal Investigator for the Research Consortium on Educational Outcomes and Poverty – a partnership of seven institutions in the UK, Africa and South Asia funded by the Department for International Development. Her interests include school effectiveness, gender and education, labour market outcomes and the economics of happiness. 
Professor Terry McKinley is the Director of the Centre for Development Policy and Research at the School of Oriental and African Studies. He was formerly the Director of the International Poverty Centre in Brasilia, a joint project of the Brazilian Government and UNDP, and a global UNDP Advisor on Economic Policies and Poverty Reduction. His interests include economic growth, human development, employment, inequality and poverty. His wide-ranging expertise draws on experiences of many transition and developing economies, including China, South Africa, Indonesia, Uzbekistan and Yemen. 
Professor Anne Mills is head of Public Health and Policy at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. On two occasions her well-respected research has influenced the outcome of the Copenhagen Consensus – a list of global health priorities determined by senior officials worldwide. In 2004 HIV/AIDS control was ranked first and in 2006 the top priority was deemed to be strengthening basic health services. Her research interests include issues concerned with the financing and organisation of health care in low and middle income countries, and the economics of tropical disease control, especially malaria.
Colin Poulton is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Development, Environment and Policy at the School of Oriental and African Studies and specialises in rural development and poverty reduction in sub-Saharan Africa. He has a particular interest in the application of new institutional economics to questions of market coordination, development of rural financial markets, the organisation and performance of cotton systems, and technology adoption.
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